




A WARNING!

The book and subsequently this presentation is all about Good 
Friday and not about Resurrection Sunday! 

I am going to a funeral and it happens 
to be mine!



Shhhhhhh ééhave you heard?

Is Happeningé



It seems that we have lost our compass

It seems that we have lost our way



A SHOCKING STATEMENT



Most ministry is NOTHING MORE than 
what  a non-believer could do, with some 
determination, will power, and a little bit 
of know-how savvy!



How we  relate to each other looks no different in 
the believing and the non-believing community!

How we do ministry appears to look no 
different than how a not for profit organization 
meets their objectives!

In spite of all of the preaching, all of the teaching, all 
of the PhD's telling us how to do ministry or how to 
behaveé that in essence is the reality of it!

Donôt believe me huh?

It appears to meé. that



What is it that you are doing in ministry that 
God actually needs to do something otherwise 
you would totally fail?

Like Peter in Luke who was fishing all 
night and caught nothing until the 
Lord did all the work.

Like Joshua in the battle of Jericho 
who used none of his talents and 
skills but was obedient and the Lord 
did all the work.

Like Gideon who was paired down to 
300 men and defeated 20,000 
because the Lord did all the work.



Its time for é



The data is screaming so loudé

That I canõt hear what anyone is saying..



THE STATS

Ʒ 95% of all Christians have never led another person to 
Christ (www.harvest.org)

Ʒ 4% of Christians tithe ( www.barnagroup.org)
Ʒ 37% of Pastors are addicted to pornography 

(www.worldnetdaily.com)
Ʒ 50-70% of Christian men are addicted to pornography 

(www.christianitytoday.com)
Ʒ The abortion rate in Christian women is just as high for 

non-believing women (www.thecentreforreason.com ~ The 
Landscape of Abortion)

Ʒ What percentage are actually engaged.. 5, 10 15%?
Ʒ 27% divorce rate for evangelicals  vs. 24% for all other 

Americans (www.barnagroup.org) (1999)

http://www.harvest.org/
http://www.barnagroup.org/
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/
http://www.thecentreforreason.com/
http://www.barnagroup.org/


You shall know them by their fruité  
Matthew 7:16

Works based on faith 
in Self!

Works based on faith in 
Christ and  His cross.



The 5% of the people who 
are not in ñspectator modeò 
at church, are working very 
hard but where is the fruit as 
described in Galatians 5?



DECEPTION

ƷThere must be an incredible 
amount of DECEPTION if we all 
BELIEVE that we are going about 
it the right way but see little to NO 
FRUIT and in spite of this, 
continue to DO THE SAME 
THINGS!

I love my jobé



Driving this DECEPTION is the 

fundamental CORE BELIEF that 

we can produce supernatural fruit 

through natural means. The 

underlying mantra is ñI have the 

powerò!



If you want to keep getting what your 
getting, then keep doing what your doing, the 
way your doing it, how your doing it,  and 
why your doing it.

.. Someone said..



SOME EXAMPLES

International Bible Radio classes teaches Christians how to 
demonstrate humility.

Purpose Driven Life suggests all kinds of things that you canôt do.

Marriage Enrichment seminars that focus on better 
communications as to the route to marital bliss are entirely 
missing the mark.

Preaching that focuses you on how you should live your life in 
fact puts you into a deeper self -effort bondage! (because the 
ñmeansò which is the cross is not embraced)

Needs driven marriage counselingé



THIS DECEPTION MANIFESTS 
IN  TWO KEY AREAS

1. Ministry

2. Relationships



MINISTRY
This deceptive cancer, driven by a stay in control, 
self effort, self autonomy agenda, permeates all 
aspects of church life.

It can be seen in:

a) worship

b) prayer

c) teaching

d) preaching

e) fellowship

f) church growth

g) evangelism

This is nothing less 
than man -centered 
religion.

ñOk so you believe now, I want 
you with all your energy to work 
hard at thisésssss



RELATIONSHIPS

This deceptive cancer, driven by a stay in control, self effort, self 
autonomy agenda permeates all aspects of how we manage our 
relationships.

It can be seen in how we do:

a) discipleship

b) inner transformation work

c) recovery

d) counseling, mind renewal

e) our approach to sanctification

f) learning how to love

g) how we approach the Word

Go ahead, lean on your 
own understanding.. God 
gave you a mind didnôt 
he?



Worship, prayer, fellowship, discipleship, healing, inner 

transformation, para-church ministries, evangelism, outreach, 

preaching, teaching, church planting have as a fundamental 

underlying motivational influence a dependence on manôs power.

The DECEPTION is that 

we are not deceived, so 

we WORK to find the right 

mix of Self Effort to make 

it all work!

It seems that it is next to impossible for us to get 

enough out of the way so that God can do what He 

promised He said He will do. BUILD HIS PEOPLE 

AND BUILD HIS CHURCH.



The type of fruit and the 

lack of Galatians 5 Biblical 

fruit in the Body today is a 

glaring testimony as to 

how dependent we are on 

human effort!

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness and Faith. Gal. 5:22



IN FACT THE LORD PROMISED

Galatians 3: 5 Does God give 
you his Spirit and work 
miracles among you because 
you observe the law , or 
because you believe what you 
heard? 

You want to do the 
work, no miracles!



The 5% in the church who 

choose to not just be 

entertained at church are 

working very hard with very 

little return for their efforts.



IS THIS TRUE or NOT?

ƷWhat percentage of people in your church 
tithe?

ƷWhat percentage of  people in your church 
win souls?

ƷWhat percentage of people attend the mid -
week prayer meeting?

Does this not tell you that 

something is wrong?



This approach  to ministry and relationships has 

us running to the next workshop, seminar, big 

church event in an endless effort to find the 

right program, the right material, the right 

education, the right marketing mix with the next 

big idea. We believe that with enough prayer 

thrown at it, that something will surely have to 

happen.

Have to keep busy,
something

is bound to happen.



Deep down, if we 

choose to admit it to 

ourselves, we all know 

that practically nothing 

is really working; 

personal growth and a 

movement from a self 

centered to an other 

centered focus is 

moving at a snailôs 

pace, if at all.



What do you thinké

Is it a deception problem?

Or is it a ñhow to problemò

Is it chosen rebellion?

Or perhaps a sin problem?

What do you thinké

Is it unbelief?



Our natural flesh will want to 
define  all problems, contextualize 
all situations, and depend on 
specific problem solving 
paradigms from the perspective 
that: a) this is something that I 
can solve and b) dependence on 
self rather than a dependence on 
God so I can stay in control.



NOTHING NEW UNDER THE SUN

ƷSpirit of Babylon
ÁNimrod ïGenesis 11
ÁA refusal to disperse
ÁTower of Babel ïBab-El ( Gateway to God)

ƷAnother Gateway
ÁMan-centered
ÁFocuses on what I can do to

Ʒ i) access God, 
Ʒ ii) make myself right with God
Ʒ iii)  heal my own wounds
Ʒ iv) work my agenda
Ʒv) build the ministry



We live out of a 

fundamental approach to 

ministry that it is something 

that we can do!

After all, God wouldnôt ask us to 
do something that we canôt; would 
He?

éummmmm



It is natural, that we look at all problems from the 
perspective that if I engage, my energies, my 
talents, abilities and skill-sets then this hurdle can 
be overcome. This is my natural default position.

We may get to the place to ask God to 
help us with our problem solving agendas 
but we still for the most part have little 
fruit to show  for OUR efforts. Looking at 
the fruit is a testimony to this.

The solution to 
everything is a hammer!



The question then becomes, if at a deep level we are all 

aware of this, and our Bibleôs tell us that there is so much 

more, what is going on that we are so committed, so 

satisfied, with such dismal personal and corporate 

results!

Why are we CHOOSING 

not to deal with this? 

What is going on?

INSIGHT OR ACTIONé. WHAT IS IT?



The best that we seem to be 
able to muster up isé

With Godôs 

help, I can 

do  this 

thing..



God wants to help  

us for  sure, but 

not on our terms.. 

And not the way 

we think!



Our refusal to look ñunder  the 
hoodò and ask the hard ñwhyò 
questions leaves us with nothing 
but man -centered..



The spirit of Babyloné



If we get to the place where we 
need  to  achieve a task for God 
and realize  that we need His 
help, then our NORMAL 
RESPONSE is to  ask Him to 
come along side our un -
surrendered flesh to empower 
it  so  that the work can move 
forward!



GOD DOES NOT WANT TO 
EMPOWER YOUR FLESH

Romans 6:6 (NIV)
For we know that our old self was crucified 

with him so that the body of sin might be done 
away with, that we should no longer be slaves 
to sin ð

He wants to kill it!

Achievement + Unsurrendered Flesh = PRIDE



WHAT THE WORLD OFFERS

ƷEducation

ÁTechniques, strategies, plans

ƷMarketing

ƷFocus, vision/mission/mandate

ƷReligion (controlled behaviour)

ƷSelf determination, ego-boosting, self 
confidence

It is natural and logical and feels right to be 
dependent  on these things as they are all 
SOMETHING THAT WE CAN DO AND  THEY GIVE US 
A SENSE  OF ACHIEVEMENT!

Want to get some  
glory.. Focus on 
these things!



RELIGION  is 
CONTROLLED 
BEHAVIOUR

Which puts the focus on the 
ñmessageò and  what I need to do 
and not the ñmessengerò and  what 
He has done, is doing, and will do

This is the heart of ñallò religion and is MAN 
CENTERED.

ñI just love
Religionéò



THERE ARE BASICALY TWO 
RELIGIONS IN THE WORLD

GOD CENTERED

MAN CENTERED

I am powerless

I have the power



WHO HAS THE POWER?

I am 
powerless

I have the
power.

The amount 
of 
supernatural 
ministry going 
on.

"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on 
me. 10That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in 
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong.  2 Corinthians 12



What does this  SPIRIT OF 
BABYLON  look like in the 
Kingdom?

Ishtar Gate



A KINGDOM PICTURE

THE TRUE CHURCH

THE PROFESSING CHURCH

é the sheep

.. the five virgins with oil

é the goats

.. the five virgins
without oil



A TYPICAL SCENARIO

We read and study the Word and then pray for help to 

keep the Word..

We naturally begin to focus on 

what we need to do, how we need 

to behave

We continuously fail so we 

are left with trying harder 

and indeed are exhorted to 

do so.. But victory seems 

distanté somehow..



THE FUNDAMENTALS OF 
CONTROLLED BEHAVIOUR

ƷLaw-keeping

ƷDenial of my inner reality at the expense of 
personal integrity

ƷLearn what is acceptable in my community 
of faith and emulate the behaviour. 
(perform)

ƷView scripture from the perspective of what 
I need to do.

DOING CHURCH..



THIS MISSES TWO POINTS

Ʒ1. Biblical obedience is a by-product of 
repentance otherwise you just have external 
conformity

Ʒ2. Loving Biblically is not something that I 
can do

With these two cornerstones in 

place, I am left  with controlled 

behaviour, studying what Biblical 

love looks, then through 

determination, willpower and self 

effort ATTEMPT TO EMULATE IT!



CONFORMITY VS. OBEDIENCE

ƷExternal Conformity
ÁA ñhave toò a ñshouldò

ÁDriven by getting needs 
met

ÁSelf-effort

ÁFocus on learning 
principles

ÁKeeps my inner reality 
intact (denial)

ÁDuty

ƷBiblical Obedience
ÁA ñwant toò a ñdesireò

ÁAn expression of Jesus 
meeting my needs

ÁEffortless

ÁPrinciples are a natural 
expression of who I am

ÁMy inner reality has 
been transformed 
(integrity)

ÁLove



This is the SAME for all 
religions and applies to 
the non -religious world 
as well.



AN EXAMPLE
ñLOVING GOD AND PEOPLEò

Is there something wrong with this picture?



I AM LEFT WITH

ƷFocusing on what a 
loving  heart looks like 
and then trying to 
emulate that

ƷVersus, repentance, 
dying to self so that 
the Lord can give me a 
transformed loving 
heart out of which 
naturally comes loving 
behaviour



From a behavioural perspective, they could look the 
same to the on-looker.

Controlled Behaviour Fruit of Self Control

Ummmmé they look the same to me!



What would it look like to 
have the God -given fruit of 
ñself-controlò in your life, 
rather than performing to 
ensure you have ñcontrolled 
behaviourò?



Controlled Behaviour Fruit of Self Control

I try very hard to be a good 
Christian. If I do the right 
things, behave the right 
way, work at my 
sanctification then I will get 
what the Christian life has to 
offer.

I realize that I sin against others and 
against God by my lack of self control. I 
humbled myself before God and asked 
Him to expose my heart, the sins and the 
wounds so that I could repent and 
receive His Truth. He gave me a new 
heart, a transformed heart which 
intrinsically has self control. Thatôs just 
the way I am because it is Jesus shining 
through.



Controlled Behaviour
Loving Others

Fruit of a Loving Heart

Something I do 
through self effort 
and staying in 
control.

Through the cross 
and an ongoing 
repentant life, the 
Lord has given me 
a loving heart. Out 
of that reality, I 
naturally do loving 
things.



IN ESSENCE

What the world, the 

flesh, and the devil are 

offering us is victory 

without the cross.

óI will give you all the kingdoms of the world if you 
just follow me..ò



Controlled Behaviour A Transformed Heart & 
Mind

The question 
then becomes 
what keeps us 
from 
transitioning 
from controlled 
behaviour to 
having a 
transformed 
heart?



BIBLICAL OBEDIENCE vs. 
EXTERNAL CONFORMITY

ƷObedience

ÁI want to 

ÁI read the Word from 
the perspective of 
where I need to repent

ÁFruit is a byproduct of 
repentance which has 
an inherent dying to 
self experience

ÁI am powerless

ƷConformity

ÁI have to

ÁI read the Word from 
the perspective of what 
I need to do

ÁFruit is something 
through my chosen  
strategies I show to  
others that I have

ÁI can do this thing


